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What is ESF 8?
The Coalition has always encouraged communication with your local Emergency Management office; however, in many counties the actual department is called the Emergency Support Function 8 (ESF 8). The purpose of the ESF 8 is to coordinate the State’s health and medical resources, capabilities and capacities in an all-hazards emergency or disaster event. To accomplish this goal, ESF 8 oversees the following emergency management functions with all agencies and organizations that carry out health or medical services:

· Preparedness

· Response

· Recovery

· Mitigation

What Does ESF 8 Do?

Resources from ESF 8 are used when local, county and regional agencies are overwhelmed and the State Emergency Response Team Chief (SERT Chief) requests additional assistance. ESF 8 provides the means for:

· Public health response, triage, treatment and transportation of victims of a disaster or catastrophic incident; 

· Assistance in the evacuation of victims / residents out of the disaster area before and after the event; 

· Immediate support to hospitals, nursing homes and assisted living facilities; 

· Provision of emergency behavioral health crisis counseling (i.e. critical incident stress debriefing); 

· Special needs sheltering and care; and 

· Re-establishment of all health and medical systems. 

Why Communicate With Your Local ESF 8?
The ESF 8 is an underutilized partner in the effort to maintain continuity of care for ESRD patients in emergency or disaster situations.  It is extremely important that all ESRD providers communicate with their local ESF 8 before an emergency situation occurs. ESF 8 functions that can provide support to ESRD providers include:

· Arranging the provision of medical personnel, equipment and supplies as needed to health and medical facilities;

· Assist with patient and special needs evacuation and relocation (either pre-event or post-event);

· Identify hospital and nursing home vacancies statewide;

· Support the restoration of essential health and medical continuum-of-care services and provide emergency primary medical care services as needed; and

· Initiate financial reimbursement process for these activities when such support is available.
How To Communicate With Your Local ESF 8?
Establishing communication with your local ESF 8 is easy! Contact your local Emergency Management office to get information on ESF 8, or your county alternative. You can find the contact information for your local Emergency Management at the following website: 

http://www.floridadisaster.org/County_EM/county_list.htm
Begin by calling the ESF 8 to introduce yourself and share information regarding where your dialysis / transplant facility is located and how many patients are served there. It is important during this call to have a discussion on the possible implications of an emergency on the health of the renal community. A good tool to use during this discussion is the “Save a Life” informational piece, which is included in this toolkit. This toolkit is also available for download on the FKDC website (http://www.fmqai.com/ESRD/FKDC/). Other points of discussion with the ESF 8 include:

· Encourage ESF 8 personnel to visit your dialysis facility and assist with emergency / disaster planning.

· Clarify availability of transportation between the shelters and facilities.

· Determine if the ESF 8 considers dialysis patients special needs clients. If not, arrange a meeting with the special needs coordinator and health department.

· Ask the ESF 8 if it’s possible to assign patients, families and staff to shelters near the designated backup facilities.

· Ask the ESF 8 what you can do to help them in assisting ESRD patients during an emergency.

· Ask how ESF 8 and providers can work together to ensure dialysis is available as soon as possible post-emergency.
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